Jerry Pellegrini
Professional Boxer

(b. 1944)
BORN: New Orleans, LA
PROFESSIONAL: 1961-1971]

Jetrry Pellegrini launched his amateur boxing career at St. Mary’s ltalian Gym in New Orleans in
the 1950°s. After quitting grammar school to attend barber school, “The Boxing Barber” began
a professional boxing career that would span nearly a decade. Pellegrini spent the 1960’s
thrilling New Orleans area crowds at local boxing venues such as the legendary Municipal
Auditorium. He climbed the world welterweight rankings and would ultimately win the Southern
Welterweight Title in 1967.

Pellegrini retired in 1971 with a record of 28-12 (12 KO) after severely injuring his hand. He
currently resides in Slidell, LA and continues to work as a barber.



Date

1971-03-22

1970-08-03

1970-06-02

1969-12-11

1969-09-19

1969-07-21

1969-06-09

1969-04-28

1969-03-10

1968-11-27

1968-11-13

1968-10-21

1968-08-26

1968-07-29

1968-07-01

1968-04-13

1968-03-03

1967-12-11

1967-09-21

1967-08-21

1967-07-10

1967-05-08

1967-03-13

1967-02-09

Career Statistics

opponent

Jose Gabino
David Adkins
Willie Warren
Pete Toro

Billy Backus

Billy Backus
Chucho Garcia
Dave Hilton
Johnny Brooks
Juan Ramos
Billy Novak
Cassius Greene
Pete Toro
Billy Backus
Johnny Broocks
Doug McLeod
Percy Pugh
Dick‘DiVeronica
Percy Pugh

Herbie Lee

Freddie Martinoﬁich

Freddie Martinovich

Kid Bassey II

Jim Meilleur

Location

New Orleans, US
New Orleans, US
New Orleans, US
Baltimore, US

Syracuse, US

New Orleans, US
New Orleans, US
Wew Orleans, US
New Orleans, US
New Orleans, US
New Orleans, US
New Orleans, US
New Orleans, US
New Orleans, US
New Orleans, US
Monroe, US

New Orleans, US
New Orleans, US
New Orleans, US
New Orleans, US
New Orleans, US
New Orleans, US
New Orleans, US

New Orleans, US



1966-11-11 Dave Morine New Orleans, US
1966-09-26 Joey Durelle New Orleans, US
1966-09-13 Charley Scott New Orleans, US
1966-07-18 Colin Fraser New Orleans, US
1966-06-02 Tim Ford New Orleans, US
1966-05-10 Orlandq Ruiz New Orleans, US
1966-04-06 Dean Whitlock New Orleans, US
1966-03-21 Preston Price New Orleans, US
1564-06-18 Ray Wilmore New Orieans, us
1963-06-14 vVic Graffio Lake Charles, US
1963-04-29 Leonard Breaux New Orleans, US
1962-12-19 Terry Molina Harvey, US
1961-10-23 Ruben Rivera Harvey, US
1961-10-09 Lalo Varela New Orleans, US
1961-08-07 Calvin Chapman Mobile, US
1961-06-12 Phil David New Orleans, US
Career Accolades
General
> St. Bernard Sports Hall of Fame Inductee, 1994 (inaugural class)
> Louisiana American-ltalian Sports Halil of Fame Inductee, 1994

Professional, 1961-1971

> Professional record of 28-12 (12 KO)
> Ranked #3 welterweight in the world by the World Boxing Council, 1967
> Ranked #3 welterweight in the world by the World Boxing Association, 1967

» Won the Southern Welterweight Title, 1967

Amateur

> Amateur record of 27-5
> National Championship Quarterfinals, 1961
> Runner-Up, Southern Golden Gloves Championship, 1960






JERRY PELLEGRINI, AMATEUR BOXER

At the age of nine, with no particular training, Jerry had his first amateur bout. He won
a fried chicken dinner. But he had always been around boxing. His Father boxed as a pro
and his brother Alvin a more accomplished middleweight from 1951 to '56 going 19-5-3 with

five ko's.

Jerry began training under guidance of Sal Nuccio, and with a small group of local kids at
Chick Buras gym on Poland St.

Most of his matches were at St. Mary Italian Center in the french quarter. Mr. Whitey Esnault
led that boxing club for a long time, and that's the boys we would get matched with to box.

At 15 years old, with 22 amateur bouts accumulated, Mz, Jimmy Perrin took Jerry and small
group to Pocatella., Idaho to compete in national competion. Jerry made it to the semi-finals.

At 16 vears old Jerry was the runnerup in the Southern Golden Gloves Championship.

Jerry's overall amateur record 27-3.



SHORT STORY OF A BOXER

AS FAR BACK AS I CAN REMEMBER BOXING WAS PART OF MY LIFE.
BOTH MY FATHER AND OLDER BROTHER WERE BOXERS. IT FELT VERY
NATURAL FOR ME TO WANT TO BOX. I WAS ALWAYS INTERESTED AND PAR~
TICIPATED IN OTHER SPORTS - FOOTBALL, BASEBALL AND BASKETBALL,
BUT BOXING WAS ALWAYS MY FAVORITE.

MOST OF MY AMATEUR BOUTS TOOK PLACE AT 3T. MARY'S ITALIAN
GYM. BEGINNING ABCUT THE AGE OF NINE I FOUGHT BOYS FROM LOCAL
AND OUT OF TOWN CAMPS. CLIMAXTNG MY AMATEUR CAREER WAS A TRIP
TO POCATELLA, IDAHO TO FIGHT IN THE SAAU FINALS AT AGE 15.

WHEN I TURNED SIXTEEN BOTH MY MOTHER AND FATHER HAD TQ SIGN
GIVING PERMISSION FOR ME TO FIGHT PROFESSIONAL. I STARTED WITH
TWO FOUR-ROUND MATCHES. THEN GRADUATED TO SIX AND EIGHT ROUND
CONTESTS. 1T WASN'T VERY LONG BEFORE I WAS FIGHTING TEN MAIN
EVENT ROUNDS. I WAS PRIVILEGED TO SPARR DAILY WITH RALPH DUPAS
FOR HIS TITLE SHOT WITH DENNY MOYER.

IT WASN'T TOO LONG BEFORE A HAD A STRING OF KO'S. WITH
AN INCREASE IN BOXING POPULARITY, I.BEGAN TO DRAW REAIL NICE CROWDS
TO THE MUNICIPAT AUDITORIUM. IN 1966 HAVING TEN BOUTS WINNING
THEM ALL AND SCORING SIX BY KO., IN THAT TIME I ACQUIRED BY THE
PRESS THE ALIAS OF THE BATTLING BARBER FROM ST. BERNARDL

AT THE HEIGHT OF THIS BOXING CAREER I WAS RANKED #3
WELTERWEIGHT CONTENDER IN THE WORLD. IN 1967 I DEFEATED FREDDIE
MARTINOVICH, A HUNGARIAN SCRAPER FOR THE SOUTHERN WELTERWEIGHT
CHAMPIONSHIP.

I HAD TWO MANAGERS DURING MY FROFESSIONAL CAREER, BUT MY
DAD WAS ALWAYS OVERSEEING MY DAILY WORKOUTS. HE WAS IN MY CORNER



FROM HIM

I LEARNED MCRE THAN BOXING. HE TAUGHT ME ABOUT HARD WORK,
HE TAUGHT ME TO HAVE RESPECT FOR OTHERS, AND SHOWED ME LOVE
QF FAMTILY : TONIGHT, I WASH TO DEDICATE THIS AWARD IN HIS

[op ) B S0 0 LR S

MEMORY.
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Jerry Pellegrini reflects on boxing career @fs/a01y

Advecate staff phote by SCQTT THRELKELDJarry Pellegrint, the Bexing Barber, right, styles Connor Schencl's hai iast month at DeSalvo's Barber Shop tn 8lidell.
Shep owaer John DeSalve, second from leff, cuts the hair of Schenck's brother, Joseph Schenck. Pellegrini, 2 welterweight who was ranked third in the word by the
WEBA and WEC durirg his T0-year profassional caresr, ng longer hoxes but still cuts hair.

Jerry Pellegrini reflects on in-ring career and once-thriving sport in New
Orleans

By Bernard Fernandez
Speeial lo The Advocale

Jerry Pellegrini, the “Boxiag Barber” from St. Bernard Parish, was recalling the moment when he knew be would have to make the
difficult decision to step away from the sport that had made him a local celebrity in the 1060s.

"1 stopped fighting in 1971 because T had busted my (right) hand all up,” Pellegrini, 69, said at the DeSalvo Brothers Barber Shop in
Slidell, where he still cuts hair Wednesday through Friday. “The doetor wanted to operate on if, but I was a barber by trade, and I
didn't want nobody cutting on my hand., I might not be able to uss my shears or a siraight razor. So I retired,

“But 10 years in thet ving ... I thank God T came out in pretty good shape, Not everybody does. They stay too tong becanse they can't let
itgo.”

Maybe Pellegrini would have come through hand surgery on that vight hand, which helped carry him to a No. 3 world ranking as s
welterweight in 1067, without a problem. But he had fost four of his final five bouts, and it is the wise fighter who recognizes when it is
time to fully devote himself to that phase of his life which doesn’t deal with punching someone for a living and getting punched back.
Besides, Pellegrini prepared himself for just such an eventuality.

“I quit gramymar scheol in the eighth grade,” Pellegrini said, “My daddy said, 'If you ain’t going to school, you need {o get vourselfa
trade.” So I went to barber college when 1 was 16, I've heen a barber all my Jife.”

Barbering is something of a family business with Pellegrini, whose son, Kery, continnes to operate his father's old shop in Chalmette.

Then again, boxiug was also 2 family business for the Pellegrinis; Jerry's late father, Al, was a festherweight from 1033 to *35 who
posted a 5-2-1 Tecord as a pro while older brother Alvin was a fably accomplished middleweight from 1951 to ‘56, going 19-5-3 with
five knockout victories.

Tt was Jerry, however, who became one of the move accomplished and popular local attractions ever, regularly drawing sellout or
nesr-sellout crowds to the St. Bernard Civie Center and Municipal Auditorizm. The young Jerry had striking good looks — “kke a
movie star,” one sixty-something lady perusing his serapbook judged — and the kind of prtaway power that many of New Orleans’
better boxers lacked.

nJegend and lote, the city's most renovmed praciitioners of the "sweet science” - Pete Herman, Willie Pashrano, Ralph Dupas, the
Dacusen brothers, Bernard and Maxie, and Pellegrini’s contemporary, Percy Pagh — were slick-and-move fechniclans with fast
Liands, nimble foet and e discernible lack of pop on their punches, '

Althongh Pellegrini’s final professional record — 28-12-1 with a refatively modest 12 KOs, according to BoxRec.con — might not be
indteattve of it, his overhand right was something every opponent was keenly aware of.

¥

http://theadvocate. com/csp/mediapool /sites/Advocate/assets/tennlates/Ful 1StarvPrint nan®ei d=RE2] AN i oy 921700t A



gvi:aw Page 2 of 2

“He hit havd,” Pugh, the Lower Ninth Ward defensive genins, who twice outpointed Pellegrini in bouts that were very big deals in the
late 19608, noted in a 2011 interview. "That's what I was scared of, how hard he hit, I he hit me, he'd knock me ont. I stayed on my
bicycle,”

“Jerry, to me, was sort of like a Tommy Hearns,” John DeSalve, 70, who went through barber college with Pellegiini and now works
alongside him, said in comparing his friend and coworler’s ability to turn the Lights outon the other guy with that of the legendary

“Hitman” from Detroit, ,

The biggest purse of Pellegrini’s career was the $8,700 be carned for his second fight with Pugh, on March 13, 1968, which packed
Municipal Anditorium with a standing-room-only crowd of 8,000-plus amd brought Pugh, who wan on points, the Southern
welterweight championship.

“That was a lot of money back then,” said longtime New Orleans-area hoxing promoter and manager Les Bonano, “But imagine if
those guys were figiiting today. A fight like that might have wound up fn. the Superdome or New Orleans (now Smaoothie King} Arena
and be televised by HBO or Showlime.”

But there was no Mercedes-Benz Superdome or Smoothic King Avena back then. No HEO or Showtime, either, The biggest, most

significant bouts of Pellegrini’s and Pugl's careers were untelevised by anybody, which served to limit their visibility beyond their
home area. And, it should be noted, all of Pellegrini’s purses got whitted down after he paid his manager, his corner team and the
ever-present tax man.

Might Pellegrini have risked that operation on his right hand and fought on had lis earnings from boxing been inore substantial? It's
a question he hos often asked himself as he hears of the big bucks that go to members of professional boxing's widening Seven-Figures
Club. ’

"I came along too soon, I veally did,” he aid, with 2 trace of wistfalness, “And not thet much too soon. After me and Percy fought, just
two years later, Heurns and Ray Leonard fought, and they made millions.”

Pellegrini’s memary here is a bit faulfy. The hugely anticipated welterweight unification showdown between undefeated champions
Leonard, who came from behind on the scorecards to win on a dramatie, 14th-ronnd stoppage, and Hearns took place on Sept. 16,
1981, more than 13 years after the Pugh-Pellegrini rematch. But Pellegrini’s assessment is otherwise spot-on. Both he and Pagh, who
eventually rose to a No. 1 ranking in the 147-pound weight class, plied their trade too early to reatly hear boxing’s cash register,

“Jerry and Percy would bave dravn maybe 15,000 if there had been a facility big enough. to accommadate that kind of crowd,” Bonano
said, “They were the unquestioned headtners during their thne period.”

Boxing isa't as high-visibility here as it ones was. Fight eards ave staged fay less frequently than they were duxing Pellegrinfs heyday,
and the gyms that produced so many local heroes, among them St. Mary's Ttalian i the French Quarter and Curley’s Neutral Corner
at the corner of St. Charles Avenue and Poydras Street, have been consigned to the dusty bins of memory. But that's not to say
Pellegrini and Pugh, friends then and now as well as rivals, have been totally forgotten.

“Naturally, the older fans remember thewm,” Bonano said. “Whenever T put on a fight card, 1 bring thetn into the ring and hove them
introduced. They always get a nice rornd of applause.”

On June 8, a couple of renowned former welterweight champions - Oscar De La Hoya and Felix Trinidad, the Teonard and Hearns of
their day — will be inducted into the Tnternational Boxing Hatl of Fame in Canastota, N.Y,

Meanwhile, neither Pellegrini or Pugh ever got the shot at then-welterweight chantp Curtis Cokes that both wanted so badly, or rose
to that Jevel,

And all of the 12 boxing-velated inductees into the Greater New Orleans Sports Hall of Fame are deceased, a reflection of what can
happen when a sport gradually loses local prominence and memories begin to fade.

“Pecple I meet tell me they remember when I was fighting and boxing was going good here,” Pellegrini said. “And you know what? It
was going good.”

Gopytight ® 2011, Capltal Clly Press LLEC » 7280 Blusbonnet Bivd., Baton Rouge, LA 70810 « Ait Righis Reserved
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SAM LANGFORD
JIMMY WILDE
JOHNNY PRITCHETT
FREDDIE LITTLE
JERRY PELLEGRINI
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YOUNG Jerry Pellegrini, 22, New
Orleans’ newest welterweight
kayo artist, has three faces.

The power-punching 147-pound-
er, who has put out the lights for
over half of his fifteen pro oppo-
nents, including the first five of his
rivals this year, in a total of twelve
rounds, carries a different image,
according to the eyes that view him.

After a layoff of almost two years
the young bomber returned to the
ring wars early this year with a
three round knockout of local rival
Preston Price.

In his next bout, matchmaker
Mike Cusimano of the Garden Box-
ing Club set him ap for 2 scheduled
eight-ronnder with youthful Dean
Whitlock of Waco, Texas, They had
to pull Jerry off Whitlock in the
second round when Whitlock was
taking a terrific pummeling.

In his next outing, Cusimano
brought in promising young Orland
Ruiz of Venezuela, who was boxing
out of Miami and enjoyed a 19-2
record.

Jerry put the Venemelan on
Queer Street with one mighty right
hand punch in the second round.
Ruiz got up at eight but was look-
ing up in the balcony, unaware of
his whereabouts, when referee Pete
Giarasso stopped it.

of Jacksonviile, Fla,, came to town
with a solid 31-3 record. Ford last-
ed a little longer, but another

good in the fourth.

The next to taste Pellegrini’s
leather was Colin Fraser, who came
to town with the junior welter-
weight title of Canada and a 13-4
pto record. Fraser showed more
coutage than the rest, taking three
terrific right hand blows before the
referee had to halt it in 2:26 of the
first.

Now Jerry was ready to step up
in class and his next foe was the
veteran left hooker from Philadel-
phia, Charley Scott. Scott, a season-

tough fight, but the local idol, go-

ing ten rounds for the first time

since he returned to the ring, won
the verdict.

to go the limit again, but again was

JERRY PELLEGRINI a solid winner, this time over the

o S

On June 6, impressive Tim Ford, |

thunderous right dropped him fot

ed pro who had faced all of the .
top men in his class, gave Jerry a -

In his last fight, Jerry was forced

o




ol brethe A_ivm Jr.; good
welter some” ten- years ‘ago, Yourig
Alvin was-good ‘enough -to: have a-
1-1-1-mark in three- fights with Wil-
Ile_Pastrano when' both - boys were
- ofighting in’ the 147 pound class.
- Jerry. the famﬂy ‘man. {5 tbe thlrd“
face f
Vmce Arona a former boxet whof
“is - now Peilegmms manager and’
conﬁdante, _says of Jerry:
- Msaw - him ﬁght his. first pro
fight back in 1961, when he. was
- OnIy sixteen;: He lost - that one to.
- Phil David, but he was robbed.”
" Arona, a handsoine, .graying man -
- in’his early fortles, has only handled -
*. Pellegrini since eatly in 1966 ,
. “When' they started to_get some
action ‘down-hese, Jetry's father and
bro-ther came to me and said Jerry
* wanted to come back. They asked
‘me if 1 would handle his affairs.
It was . my pleasure. Pve always ..
thought he was a good boy.” _
-Under Arona’s guidance Pellegri- .
ni began. his. meteoric rise.
- Arona” will shake his head when
descmbmg his- protege. “He’s a nice -
A ———, o -kidf..'.areal sice kid,” the man- -
lee Pellegmm famz[y. Helen bolds 2-year-old Kerry and Jerry, . ager says. “He's the coolest fighter
Jerry Ir., 3%, . . Lever handled. Befote a fight he
; . . mever seéms nervous. Oh, he'll talk,
bu‘t only when you talk to him,
" “I've " had some fighters who
. wouldn’t want me to leave them just.’
before .a fight. None of that with .
Jerry. T just tell him what 1 want -
~him to do before a ﬂght That's all -
. there is to it
- “When I'm’ Iookmg up opponents
T ask: Jerry. what he: thinks—and
you know: what he’ says’ ‘You ple
‘e Vince—TH. ﬁght em.’ '
‘The nice oung kid was 2 ring-
sider at the Wo: :
[tlon weiterwezght ehmmation bout -
- conducted m New Orleans 1n ]uly_ .

“This.. quxet young man,whom you
wouldnt ‘potice in a crowd except
- for his. good looks; seems. to turn
on ‘anothet gear when be enters the
ting. He comes to fight. . . ..
Maybe Sam. Boardman, fathier of
1¢ great hghrwelght puncher Lar-'
_-Boardman, d :

Pellegrini bas looked impressive in recemt wins over ‘Charley Scott
and Joey Durelle,
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E(‘Next”

former Canadian welterweight cham-
pion Joey Durelle. The seven wins
this year have brought Pellegrini’s

pro matk to 13-2. The fighter is the

first face of Jerry Pellegrini.

To most who koow the youthful
Pellegrini, he’s that
kid.” To others of his home parish
of St. Bernard, which adjoins Or-
leans Parish, he's “St. Bernard’s
Boxing Barber.”

The tall- (5-11) for a welterweight
Pellegrini -looks like angthing but
a fighter, Curly

. Jerry's barber 'sbbf;_'is ,a“néigb&or'h-&dd' '
meeting place for the sports fams, Jerry is building
bis business on service, wot “fame)’

“frice young

-haired ~and -hand- |

some, in street clothes the young-
ster looks like a pué_hover, even
skinny.

Out of the ring the boxer has a
qu;et manper which accompanies a
quiet voice. You have to bend over
close to hear what he’s saymg most
of the time, This is one reason why
his barber shop is so popular. As
one customer remarked:

“Jerry doesn’t talk yous: ears oﬁ
like most barbers.”’

Pellegrml, however, feels rhat Ius
suceess in ther :

Manager Vince Arnana bas bigh bope for Jerry’s
Sfuitsire and so far Pellegrini has not disappointed bim.

]Iém;y’s' faﬂ"aer Alvin 8r. (1) and bis older brother
Alvin Tr. were both successful pro fighters,

ger boon for his business, but he
hopes that his service will keep him
the customers who come just to see
the ﬁghter Jerry Pellegrini the busi-
nessman is his second face. :

Married for over four years to
an attractive red-haired beauty, Jer-
ry is the proud father of two young
sons, three and two. years old, He
is devoted to his family -and the
Pellegrini’s are a close-knit clan, His
dad, Alvin - Sr., was a .prétty good
ltghtwelght b'\ck in thu tlurues and










- round fxgh

gemL B ~Therd: .armnlt
tog anany. §i .f'ghter'-‘ making
- Jrind L Jerry: madf

for the’ title, s
¥ “Thig fight ;','as Jem*’s 331g~

agamst'“Martmvnvzc N
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-."Jéi-'fy Gets

Wln No. 12 for Local in
' - ?ast__,l3 Bouts

Jerry Peilegrini gave “em

another - standing - ovation.
- |hattle Monday night at the
' |Municipal Auditorium as
the: survived an early round.
- |eut eye to take a unanimous
. idecision. over a gallant
) “Sweet-.. Herhie” Lee- of
: Washmgton ‘D. C i
| The Wil was Pellegrmls
“12thin his last 13 bouts. His
areer recorﬂ is now 18-3. Lea

5 Y, ﬁur
1 wonld nge an. mch
hout

s Jeft eye ‘in the

for \the winner, as did
Fed A dsms. Judge

: 1t to Pellegrini. 6-2-20
| The well - applanded h'o:z'f;
rgw 4,286 ‘paying fans. who |
i ated fo .a gross gate
- | of 512, 248 -and 2 net gate of
| §10.657.50,
Pellegrm: Was a roarmg tiger
at the end.as he seermed to
‘|piinch “almost endlessly in the

- {final round fo the roar of hisl-

o i

Shced Ey'é’

- By, WADDELL SUMMERS.

- PELLEGRINY GATCHESA-SWE&E Herbie Lee of Was
5 round > which. did" not, "~
Towever, b ther him too: mueh

] Qz‘man ‘Dutreiz ‘scored! it 7.1- 2.1,
.3 i'mes—Plcayune carc! gave_

m‘o by The Timet

D.C., connects with a |
Jerry Pellagrini, duria
'Aumtommz Maonday nig
ﬁECELSlOH

o the face of local. we}te
thezr lﬁ-round Imuf: at M













MORMING, JULY 1, o .

N Fhoto by The Times-Picayun
udltomum with Jerry Pelle-

_' n thh a TKD m the nmth

sver Hungarian freacmm fighter
Fred Martinovieh at the: Muni-
cipal Aaditorium,

He gained & belt emblematic
of  the Southern. Welterwelght
Champlonshlp with it.

They played to an almost

packed house of 7,059 paying|-
fans” who contrsbuted fo a net-

zate of $19,218.20.
Jerry, St Bernard’s boxmg
harher, 146, fought a. different;

fight- this time the rématech; .
with “Martimoviel, 148, Nevwark,] ©
s and avenged hls May. de-

‘the garie . little hatler.

At the fizhta o

e vadnr A ed® M Snaatu AUIILAFLLy

crowd gave both Pellegrini and|™

[T

ovation,. first'" separately - and
then as they stood -together .in
the ring with ‘Freddie. ‘Taising
Jerry’s hand while wearing his
new- Southern . welterwmght
belt. - : .
Martinovich addressed the
crowd, and miraculousty they
stopped milling and remained
absolutely. silent while he

e fittle bombel from [T -

Martinovich a rousing, standing| -

- -4 -t .
spolie. and a@ ‘I_tned 0"; ally,.—Kept. Martinovich’s...big|:

r}ght away '-mare stccesstully | pay
-1 this” hout. han in their’ Pre-| I8k

charge” befure every round

He was' never : more . popular
' _than Monday mght-—nor ‘was

.Martmovmh Both ‘pattlers

Sox |- Would he: Welcome in. the audi- -

torium Ting ‘anytime. -
“There’ were no. knockdowns in

3
e the fight “dithough; &8 in their
previdus encemnier, sumetimes

fhaiyoun wondered what was holdl":g

the boys -up. ‘

The -win -raised Pellegruns,
record to 17-3 and indieated
he may soon bhe moving inte
-compefition among the name
“welters. Martinovieh’s mark
fell fo 26-8-1 put he doesnt

 have io_offer any excyises in

New, OFleans.
A'summary of the ﬂghi; wonld
show that . Pellegrini . moved),

-imore in.this. one, threw more

fm'

‘Refree, F aghter Engage
qh.vfest

By BOB ROESLER
" Freddie- Mamnowch’s battle|-

' w1th the Russiang on the streets

of Budapest couldn’t have been]
‘much’ bloodier than - the. one he
had -with Jerry Pellegnm Mon-| .
day night. .

“Ugly " wounds. were - gpened |

- over..and under his. Ieft -eye

and there was a. nasty gash on
s right -eyelid. -

. YAIL the’ Tesult. of “butts,” the
ex-Hlmganan -freedom’ flghter
said “in- his" audttonum “Tocker
sJerry's - -combinations

‘ gave  me - some frouble, but I
: Kthought ‘I wal getting stronger
. at.ihe end and he Was gettmg

Weaker e

T Shave ne ° exeises and
“vould “like o' fzght him again. .
1 hope -he ‘remembiers I gave
~hitn "-the " pporiunity i get
revenge after 1 heat bim _the

o last time.™

" Werd ke - 2 rematch”

<., chimedin manager Sam Rose.

+

T“Freddie -will need six . weeks, -
|to. two months”

to. Iet those cuis
heal,” Then “we'd " Tike ‘fﬂ come
hack 1o’ New Orieans again, No,

have  heen stopped. Tf- my gy
had been weak yes Bt he
wasn',? o

‘Buf referee Luc1e11 Jaubert saw|

it differently, and after check-
ing the eye at 1:32 of the ninih
Theat;. pointed ‘the dead - game
bt blaody Hunganan hlS
corner, . ¢

Ma1 tmovzch was disappomfzed

i RIS -

W . LM20 peliussnasasun

P sorry T Gido't do better.
T guess I should have pressed
him harder,” Martinovich ' said

sadly, "I hope T didn’t dissap-| *©

point the, crowd foo mneh, ™

-Over ‘on the othér side of thelir

guditorium P ellegrlnl Was
flooded wider 2 ‘sea.of welk
'wishers. His - handler; -

uppércits in close and” géner-|.:- ‘I

. Nathanial - «“‘Kﬂier.’ ' .Ianksnn.

g

1 don’t "thmk the ﬂght shguld_

Vinea|s
‘Arnona, ‘mianaged to- get some|!
of them -oul’ 80 -his gladlator,

:.:d

‘ ﬁ'mov

Penggr'iﬁr"g'aiﬁ 1
‘blaody fifth—his re

-|he began thinking

his opponent..;'-
-“Yes, - at . tha
thonght mayhe 1
bim-away. I gues
that round, was.
of the night.”
Pellegrini's two
found ifs mark ir
and the Hungarian.
irom around botli e
in" commission I
T{aliane to check.or
the second time. -
Dy, Haliano ga
ahead signal;: bu
Martinovich's ‘doon
just Iike  the “Fung
they batﬂed Russia
“In cne of ‘the pr

'tWeen Mel ‘Sartin .

lips, . Referee Herx
had 1o turn slugger
gtarted - sluggmg
map.’? -
Sartin: became m
Dutreix - broke 2
turmed on the, ref.
Datreix, - shrtigk
pose and -went “af
mentor, "The eash
—1,068 1ot - nchy
-heads—-watched in
as Dutreix landed
Sartm’s face, .
Judge -Cojoe. Yei
at rmgslde, ‘climb
_the  ropes ant! end
" schedaled bout,
Bartin’ was disqr
Ditreiy raised Philli
wag Phillips hoistin
After ofhe fight
Emile Bruneau any
Sartm had- eeit . ﬁl
was suspended n ¢
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' Jerry Pellegrlm he wa
“Migston. Accomphshed”
a unammous decision.:

Standing. at the crossroads of an u’p—and dOWTl Welterwe
148%4, -stole the “thunder | ‘
of the extremely popular -

Pellegrml, also 146%, by

" carrying the early Tounds

him . thudfhng to the canvas .:A
time, referee. . 'L

for the: third
Freddle Adams called.‘a: halt

. Cassins Seoti (164)- declsmn--»'

_easily, “and - ther  with- ed Freddie- Calloway. (1627%) '
standmg “the typmal Pelle- ina four-round mldﬂiewmght e

grini’ comeback in the 1ate preliminary “pont- fought..atb. . A il

going. what emﬂd kmdly be. descrlb-f : '=,_$18,552 a0 a;_md petetd $1

fight,” ‘Pugh’ said later in his

_my manager, ‘Brother Kron,
- told. me-to slow i down 2

- by bouncmg away from" “him:

" talk after- ‘the fight wag all
*thought it was

" mateh,’” said Pogh, Prumeter“
: 'Dommlck ‘Gulotta”

"ok the “gate, and - hath Pélles

~ fused to alibl.

* had no zip and 1 cuuldn’t get
- gy Thythm.

2= pellegrind

s lov uutake_

“1 felt raal sharp for thls.‘

vxctormus dressmg_ roorn, “Aft-
er I buill up-an early.- iead

T%‘ae Scorecmd
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Juidge Erpest Cosoe PuPuPu PPt PnE PP
Judge Max Docusen PttP Py Pu Pu'P ELE
Ref, Herman Dutrmx P E . P
Sta!,es-ltem‘ R R I‘

litfle. “When 1 got out of.a
nuple of jams In the sixth

off the ropes, T smiled to my-
self and }:new I was all 11ght "o
* - “

TI:IE declsmn wag” cheered
by the crowd’ of 5,300.and the -

"ghout -a rematch Mo~ one
‘a had ided
“gire . Pl give

‘him a-res

‘podd omly,
shile- dreamﬂy at the thoug i
grini and manager Vince. Ar-
mma went -on: récord as. fa-

“Pellegrini sai disconzolately -
in Mo dressing room bub res
“1 don’t ques—-‘
tion the decision. ‘Somehow: T
dide’t feel right—my punches -

“GIVE Pugh’ cradit, though
T hit bim guod a few times,
espef:lally in -the eighth bui
he kept - coming back.

The -¢arly going won the
‘ﬂght for Pugh, “who now has
"y 952 record, as he scored
repeatedly wlth 3abs and shots
to the hﬂﬂ?;, o
suﬁ'ered s usual .
in the beginning

e el Ahanmg
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4 Percy Pugh, Jerry Péllegrini recall their time
™ in the ring together |

la.com/sparts jm rint,
entry=/2011/10/local heroes pugh pellegrini_r.html
A (hitpyf/connect.nola.co us/indey.hitmt} By Bol us, The Times-Plca
& H nola.comfuser/bfortus;
Follow on Twitter {http:/Awitter.co sports

on Grtober 14, 2011 at 7:40 AW

"All right, Percy,” Jerry Pellegrini said as he walked into Rocky and Carlo's on Thursday
and spotted Percy Pugh, Both men smiled. They shook hands. But this time, they didn't
come out fighting,

More than 40 years ago, Pogh
and Pellegrini weve highly
rauked welterweight boxers
who squared off in two fights
that packed the Municipal
Auditorium. Pugh won a 10~
round decision in 1667 and a 13-
round decision in 1968. )
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"These guys were local heroes,”
promoter Les Bonano said.
"There was such a buzz. It's like

. Eiigt Kamenitz/The: Tines-Pi
people going to the Dome to the e amen mesRyuma

ey Former boxers Parcy Pugh, lefi, and Jerry Pellegrini swapped stories

Saints’ game. liverybody was during & luncheon In Chalmete on Thursday.
excited.”

At a luncheeon Thursday in Chalmette, Pugh and Pellegrini were helping Bonano
generate interest in his "Brawlin in Da Parish” fight card that will be presented tonight
at the Sigur Center in Chalmette. "What's nice about this is he's trying to keep boxing
going," Pellegrini said.

Heavyweights Bobby O'Baunon and Raphael Pedro will meet in the main event. Doors
open at 6:30 p.m,, and the first fight will start at 8 p.m.

Pugh, 71, and Pellegrini, 67, appeared fit and healthy, perhaps ready for another fight
against each other, "There can be one, if they give us a million (dollars),” Pugh said with
alaugh,

They were friends before they met in the ring, Pugh, who is from the Lower oth Ward,
said he started boxing whex he was 15. Pellegrini, who is from 5t. Bernard, said he
started boxing at 16, a year before he started cutting hair. He was known as the "boxing
barbet” and siill owns a barber shop, run by kis son, Kerty, in Chalmette.

In the mornings, Pugh said, he would run from the Lower gth Ward to Canal Sirect and
back home.

Pellegrini said he would start morning road work at Esplanade Avenue, where he would
be dropped off by his father, Sometimes, Pugh and Pellegrini would eross paths during
morning runs. "We'd slap hands along the way," Pellegrini said.

They also sparred together at Curley's Neutral Corner, a boxing gym on Poydras Street,
he said.

http:/Awww.nola.comvsports/index.ssf/2011/10/local_heroes_pugh _pellegrini_r.html 6/6/2014
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Pellegrini on Thursday brought
a scrapbook filted with
newspaper clippings and
photographs documenting his
career. A friend supplied the
memorabilia to replace boxing
memorabilia that Pellegrini lost
to Hurricane Katrina, and his
wife put together the serapbook
as a present for his 66th
birthday.

Several photos of Pellegrini and
Pugh trading punches spurred
Sevaral photos of Jerry Pellegrini and Percy Pugh trading punches in the men to frade memories.
the late 1960s spurred the men io trade memories at a luncheon Both said that the first fight was
Thursday in Chalmetie.

closer than the second.

3 -
Tha Times-Picayure erchive

t can be difficult to fight a friend, Pugh said.

"When you fight someone close to you, you're not frying to kill him," Pugh said. "You're
just trying to win. ... The first fight, I knew it was close, He hit hard. That's what 1 was
scared of, how hard he hit. If he hit me, he'd knock me out. I stayed on my bicycle.”

Pellegrini said: "The first fight, I thought [ won, It was that close.”

Both fighters were trying to earn a title shot against world champion Curtis Cokes.
Though Pugh eventually reached the No. 1 ranking, he never got the shot.

"We both fought the best,” Pellegrini said. "We both beat some good fighters in our
time, The big thing now, we don't have any local guys. Curtis Coles was the
welterweight charpion at the time, T thought Percy would have beat him, and I think T
would have beat him."

Wwithout a title fight to remember, both men always will have the imemories of their
fights against each other.

"1t'll be in me and Percy's mind until we die," Pellegrini said.

http://\Wrw.nola.corn/sports/index.ssf/ZO11/ 10/local_heroes_pugh pellegrini_r.html 6/6/2014



St. Bernard Sports Halt of Fame

Chalmette, Louisiana

July 9, 2014

Mr. Doug lreland

Chairman

Louisiana Sports Hall of Fame
500 Front Street
Natchitoches, Louisiana 7 1457

Re: Nominations from the St. Bernard Sports Hall of Fame
Dear Mr. Ireland:

Over the past twenty years, the St. Bernard Sports Hall of Fame (STBHOF) has
recognized the accomplishments of exceptional athletes and humanitarians in our
community. More importantly, throughout our existence we have raised a significant
amount of funding for local youth athletics. It is with great pride that on the eve of our
organization’s twentieth anniversary, we submit to the Louisiana Sports Hall of Fame
(LSHOF) the nomination of three legendary St. Bernard Parish sports figures,

Norris Weese (1994), Jerry Pellegrini (1994), and Bobby Nuss (1995) are three of the
most. distinguished STBHOF inductees, Although these gentlemen each had very unique
careers, what they have in common is a fevel of charisma and personal magnetism that
endearec them to people both inside and outside of St. Bernard Parish. We are thrilled
to have the opportunity to present these outstanding athletes and human beings to the
LSHOF.

Resumes and supporting documents for each of our three nominees are attached. If any
additional information is required, please feel free to contact Jerry Graves at

jvgrave | @uno.edu. We look forward to discussing these nominees with you in the near
future.

Thank you for your support and consideration,

(oo Orbie

Roy Cortes
President
St. Bernard Sports Hall of Fame



Jarry Pellagrini

Country
Global Id
Division

Career Record © www,boxrec.com

Date

1971-03~22
1970~-08-03
1970-06-02
1869~12~11
18565-05~19
1969~-07-21
1969~-06~-09
1969-04-28
1968~03-10
1968-131+13
1968~10-21
1968~08-26
1968-07-29
1868-07~01
1968-06~01
1968-03-03
1967-12-11
1967-09-21
1967~08~21
1967-07-01
1967-05-08
1967-03-13
1967-02-09
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1966-09-26
1966~-09-13
1966-06-18
1966~06-02
1566-05~10
1%66-04~06
1966-03-21
19¢4-06-18
1963-06-14
1963~-04-29
1962-12-19
1961-310-23
1861-10~08
1561-08-07
1961~06-12

USA
18064
Welterwelight

Opponent

Jose Gabino
David Adkins
Willie Warren
Pete Toro
Billy BacKus
Billy Backus
Chucho Garcia
Dave Hilton
Johnny Brooks
Billy Novak
Cassius Greene
Pete Toro
Billy Backus
Johnny Brooks
Doug McLeod
Percy Pugh
Dick DiVeronica
Percy Fugh
flerbie Lee
Freddie Martinovich
Freddie Martinovich
Kid Bassey II
Jim Meilleur
Dave Morinz
Joay Burelle
Charley Scott
Colin Frager
Tim Ford
Oridando Ruiz
Dean Whitlock
Preston Price
Ray Wilmore
Vic Graffio
Lecnard Breaux
Terry Molina
Ruben Rivera
Lalo Varela
Calvin Chapman
Phil David

Racord to Date

Won 27

htip:/fwww boxrec.com/prt.php7human_id=18064&cat=boxer

(KOs 12)

Lost 12 Drawn 0
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